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• Starting from the 2026 intake, students will be admitted to the PFP in 3 broad 
clusters instead of a specific diploma programme
• Sciences

• Humanities, Art, Media and Business

• Design, Engineering and Technology (NYP and TP offer as two sub-clusters: (i) Design and (ii) Engineering & Technology)

• PFP eligibility ≤12 and English set at grade ≤ 3 for all clusters 

• For some courses, there might be additional requirements e.g. aptitude test and 
interviews after completing 1st year of the PFP programme.

• Application – 5 course choices

Updates
PFP Changes



• From 2026, all ITE courses will transition to 3 Year Higher Nitec programmes
• School of Health Sciences

• School of Business and Services

• School of Design and Media

• School of Electronics & Info-Comm Technology

• School of Engineering

• Eligibility Best 4 subjects including pre-requisite subjects and bonus points. 

• 3-year Higher NITEC offers a streamlined curriculum in Yr 1 before specialization. 
Internship attachment in Yr 2 & 3.

Updates
ITE 3 Year Higher Nitec



• ITE progression Award when they pursue diploma:

• Top-up of $5000 to Post-Secondary Education Account upon enrolment into Poly 
course

• Top-up of $10,000 to CPF OA upon completion of Poly course

Updates
ITE 3 Year Higher Nitec

Source : ITE progression award

https://www.moe.gov.sg/financial-matters/awards-scholarships/ite-progression-award-ipa


• From 2027, Higher Nitec 
students who meet a Grade 
Point Average (GPA) of 3.5 will 
be guaranteed admission to a 
polytechnic course mapped to 
their Higher Nitec course

• From 2028, DPP will cease. 

Updates
Progression to Polytechnic

More Institute of Technical Education (ITE) students will be given the chance to move on to polytechnics from academic year 2027, as part of efforts to expand pathways and choices for students.Those pursuing a Higher Nitec qualification at ITE will be guaranteed admission to a polytechnic course related to their Higher Nitec course, if they attain a grade point average (GPA) of 3.5 or above.

More Institute of Technical Education (ITE) 

students will be given the chance to move 

on to polytechnics from academic year 2027, 

as part of efforts to expand pathways and 

choices for students.

Those pursuing a Higher Nitec qualification at 

ITE will be guaranteed admission to a 

polytechnic course related to their Higher 

Nitec course, if they attain a grade point 

average (GPA) of 3.5 or above. 6

https://www.straitstimes.com/singapore/more-flexibility-and-options-for-ite-students-to-progress-to-polytechnics


Use the Joint Polytechnic 
Admission Exercise (JPAE) 
Coursefinder, 

The course mappings are subject to change and 
are intended only as a reference.

Please refer to the updated mappings in January 
for JPAE application of the same year.

Confidential – For Internal Use Only - Proprietary Information – Do Not Distribute -  Restricted – Authorized Personnel Only

What GPA should I get to the Poly course?

https://jpae.polytechnic.edu.sg/app/CourseFinder/CourseFinder/Index

GPA for mapped and not mapped poly courses 

https://jpae.polytechnic.edu.sg/app/CourseFinder/CourseFinder/Index
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https://www.ite.edu.sg/courses/work-study-diploma
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Post N level Education Landscape

Post N level Education Landscape
PFP Polytechnic Foundation Programme 

ELMAB3 ≤ 12 (PFP-1YR, POLY 3 YRS) For N(A) Students 
ONLY

Aggregate 
Computation: 
ELMAB3
[EL + MA + Best 3 
other subjects]

N(A) Grade 6 cannot be 
used for ELMAB3 
computation.

NFP NAFA Foundation Programme
ELMAB3 ≤ 15 (NFP: 1 YR NAFA: 3 YRS)

Sec 5 Progression to O-Level via Sec 5
ELMAB3 ≤ 19* (check with school on its practice)

DPP
JIE’H’

Direct-Entry-Scheme to Polytechnic Programme  
(2-yr Higher Nitec → Mapped to Poly course)
ELMAB3 ≤ 19  (10WK PREP + 2YRS Higher Nitec)

JIE ‘N’ ITE 3-yr Higher Nitec
Best 4 subjects (check subject requirements) For Both N(A) & 

N(T) StudentsTrain-
eeship

ITE Traineeship Scheme 
(2 YRS)

Information updated as of January 2025.  Please check MOE website for more information.



NFP - NAFA Foundation Programme

The NAFA Foundation Programme (NFP) is a one-year bridging course that equips 

students for their three-year diploma at NAFA in their chosen field.

Secondary 4(NA) students who attained

ELMAB3 (English Language, Mathematics, Best 3 other subjects) aggregate score of 

15 points or better,  excluding CCA Bonus Points, will be eligible to apply for 1 course.

In addition to meeting the educational qualification requirements, applicants must pass an 

admission test or audition, depending on their selected course of study. 

Applicants may be asked to attend an interview. Successful applicants will be given a 

provisional offer of admission to the diploma courses.

Upon the successful completion of the NFP, students will be offered a place in their chosen 

diploma course.



Polytechnic Foundation Programme

• The PFP is a 1-year diploma-specific programme that offers eligible N(A) 

students a practice-based preparatory pathway to a polytechnic education at 

one of the five polytechnics.

• There are additional grade, interview or test requirements to progress to 

selected 3 year Diploma courses within each cluster.

Secondary 4(NA) students who attained  ELMAB3 (English Language, 

Mathematics, Best 3 other subjects) aggregate score of 12 points or better,  

excluding CCA Bonus Points, will be eligible to apply up to 5 courses.

In addition to this, they must meet the course specific requirements.



Polytechnic Foundation Programme
For Sec 4NA students 

Source:  https://www.moe.gov.sg/post-secondary/admissions/pfp-2026-intake ).
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Science Cluster

Subj Grade

Eng Lang 3

Math Syll. A or A Math 3

Any 1 relevant subj.

• Design & Tech.

• Food & Nutrition / 

Nutrition & Food 

Science

• Sci. (Chem./Phy.)

• Sci. (Phy./ Bio)

• Sci. (Bio / Chem.)

3

Any other 2 subi. 4

Design, Engrg, Technology Cluster* 

Subj Grade

Eng Lang 3

Math Syll. A or A Math 3

Any 1 relevant subj.

• Design & Tech.

• Food & Nutrition / Nutrition & 

Food Science

• Sci. (Chem./Phy.)

• Sci. (Phy./ Bio)

• Sci. (Bio / Chem.)

3

Any other 2 subi. 4

Humanities Cluster

Subj Grade

Eng Lang 3

Math Syll. A or A Math 3

Any 1 relevant subject

• Art

• Humanities (SS/Geog.)

• Humanities (SS/Hist.) 

• Literature in English

• Principles of Accounts

3

Any other 2 subi. 4
*Incl. Sub-Clusters

Relevant subjects per PFP Cluster for AY2026

NEW!

https://www.moe.gov.sg/post-secondary/admissions/pfp-2026-intake


Polytechnic Foundation Programme
For Sec 4NA students 

Source:  https://www.moe.gov.sg/post-secondary/admissions/pfp-2026-intake )
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Nursing (NP, NYP) Early Childhood (NP, TP) Tamil Studies with Early 

Childhood (NP) 

Subj Grade Subj Grade Subj Grade

Eng Lang 3 Eng Lang 3 Eng Lang 3

Math Syll. A or A Math 3 Math Syll. A or A Math 3 Math Syll. A or A Math 3

Any 1 relevant subj.

• Design & Tech.

• Food & Nutrition / 

Nutrition & Food 

Science

• Sci. (Chem./Phy.)

• Sci. (Phy./ Bio)

• Sci. (Bio / Chem.)

3 Any 1 relevant subj.

• Art

• Humanities (SS/Geog.)

• Humanities (SS/Hist.) 

• Literature in English

• Principles of Accounts

3 Any 1 relevant subject

• Art

• Humanities (SS/Geog.)

• Humanities (SS/Hist.) 

• Literature in English

• Principles of Accounts

3

Any other 2 subi. 4 Any other 2 subi. 4 Any other 2 subi. 4

Relevant subjects for PFP for AY2026

NEW!

https://www.moe.gov.sg/post-secondary/admissions/pfp-2026-intake
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Secondary 5
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SEC 5 SUBJECTS

VERSUS

ITE MODULES

• English
• Mother Tongue
• Math/A. Math
• Physics/Chemistry/Biology
• SS/Geography/History
• POA
• D&T
• Art

Broad-based

3-YEAR HIGHER NITEC IN 
CYBER & NETWORK SECURITY

Specialisation in specific domains

Transferable Knowledge & 
Skills for Similar Courses in 
Polytechnic

3-YEAR HIGHER NITEC IN 

CYBER & NETWORK SECURITY
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Progression to IHL
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Example: Nicholas Chan from ITE to NUS Medicine

Bishan Park Sec ITE Nitec Nursing NYP Nursing NUS Medicine



Secondary 4(NA) students who attained  ELMAB3 (English Language, Mathematics, Best 3 other 

subjects) aggregate score of 19 points or better,  excluding CCA Bonus Points, will be eligible to 

apply for up to 12 courses.  In addition to this, they must meet the following course specific 

requirements: 

Direct-Entry-Scheme to Polytechnic Programme

Health Sc / ICT / Engineering Business & Services

Group 1 Subjects Grade

English 1 - 4

Math 1 - 4

Best 1 1 - 5

Best 2 1 - 5

Best 3 1 - 5

Group 2 Subjects Grade

English 1 - 3

Math 1 - 4

Best 1 1 - 5

Best 2 1 - 5

Best 3 1 - 5

It allows Secondary 4 N(A) students to be admitted directly into a 2-year Higher Nitec programme at 

the Institute of Technical Education (ITE) without having to sit for the O-Level examinations or 

undergo a Nitec programme.



Secondary 4(NA) students who attained  Best 4 subjects including subject pre-

requisites and bonus points will be eligible to apply for up to 12 courses.

In addition to this, they must meet the following course specific requirements: 

3-year Higher Nitec

Subject Min Grade

Math/Science 5 

2 other subjects 5  

Subject Min Grade

English 5

2 other subjects 5 

Subject Min Grade

Math 5 

2 other subjects 5 

Health Sc / ICT / Engineering Business / Hospitality

Engineering Business / Hospitality / ICT / Design and 

Media / Engineering ( selected courses )

Completed N Level



Joint Intake Exercise -JIE N / JIE H ( Dec 25 )

Maximize the number of
course choices in each
application.

• JIE ‘N’ and DPP (JIE ‘H’) are 
separate applications, and 
each has 12 choices.

• PFP (application in mid Jan 
2025) has 5 choices.



Grade Conversion & Bonus Points 

for ITE Aggregate Points for JIE N admissions

O-Level N(A) ITE Aggregate 
Point for JIE’N’

A1 – D7 1, 2, 3 1

E8 4 2

9 5 3

- 6 4

- - 5

CCA Grade Bonus 
Points

Excellent 2

Good 1

Bonus points not taken 
into account for course 
eligibility. Used only for 
course posting.



27

Observation – PFP ≤ 12

Confidential – For Internal Use Only - Proprietary Information – Do Not Distribute -  Restricted – Authorized Personnel Only

Eligibility does not guarantee course placement

PFP ELMAB3 ≤ 12



28

DPP ELMAB3 ≤ 19

Min. Net ELMAB3 - 7

Max. Net ELMAB3 - 14

Students who score 15 -19 net 

may not get DPP

Back up JIE N admission 3 YR 

HN

Eligibility does not guarantee course placement

Confidential – For Internal Use Only - Proprietary 

Information – Do Not Distribute -  Restricted – 

Authorized Personnel Only

Confidential – For Internal Use Only - Proprietary Information – Do Not Distribute -  Restricted – Authorized Personnel Only
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Eligibility does not guarantee course placement

PFP DPP / NFP JIE N

X X

JAN 2026 DEC 2025 DEC 2025

DPP Students are strongly encouraged to apply for JIE N courses – total of 24 

courses to apply for.
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http://www.straitstimes.com/singapore/education/ntu-aims-to-admit-50-of-its-students-using-broader-criteria
http://www.straitstimes.com/singapore/education/ntu-aims-to-admit-50-of-its-students-using-broader-criteria
http://www.straitstimes.com/singapore/education/ntu-aims-to-admit-50-of-its-students-using-broader-criteria
http://www.straitstimes.com/singapore/education/planning-for-uni-places-needs-rethink
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What is the Early Admissions Exercise or EAE?

1. For students who have strong aptitude and interest in specific fields of 

study. 

2. Students who have applied will be assessed through different modes e.g. 

Interview, portfolio and personal write up.

3. These will take place before their national examinations.
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Why EAE?

▰ Secure a place in a competitive ITE course.

▰ The students who receive conditional offers would still need to meet 

the two criteria to have a confirmed course placement.

       Criteria : 1. Min. Entry Requirements (MERs)  

                       2. Subject pre-requisites. 
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Processing ITE outcomes

If you ACCEPT EAE Conditional Offer, 

Course Cut-off Points do NOT apply to you 

Once you meet MER, EAE 

Conditional Offer is automatically 

confirmed. 

If you do NOT accept / Reject Conditional 

Offer, you need to:

1. Meet Entry Requirements  AND 

2. Meet Course Cut-Off Points 

For your  N-Level Exams Results in 

order to eligible for the course 



34

What are MERs ?

Subject Min Grade

Math/Science 5 

2 other subjects 5  

Subject Min Grade

English 5

2 other subjects 5 

Subject Min Grade

Math 5 

2 other subjects 5 

Health Sc / ICT / Engineering Business / Hospitality

Engineering Business / Hospitality / ICT / Design and 

Media / Engineering ( selected courses )

Completed N Level

Some possible examples:
▪ 3 GCE ‘N’ Passes in English, Mathematics and 1 other subject
▪ 3 GCE ‘N’ Passes in Mathematics or Science* and 2 other subjects
▪ 3 GCE ‘N’ Passes in English and 2 other subjects
▪ 3 GCE ‘N’ Passes in Mathematics and 2 other subjects
▪ Completed N-level

Refer to the JIE booklet for updated information.
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What to prepare ?

General application 

1. Write Up - Personal, Talent 

and Achievement.

2. Aptitude test, Auditions, 

Trials.

3. Interview – Individual / 

Group, Online or Onsite.

4. Portfolio.
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Student – Benjamin’s Story

ITE EAE 
Process
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ECG Padlet



Explore courses based on 

aggregate type, score, type of 

institute and area of interest.

Explore schools based on their 

distance from your home, 

locations, CCAs, subjects and 

programmes offered.

Explore Post Secondary courses, MERS



● Find out more about your 
further education and 
career options.

● Know your strengths, 
interests and career values 
to help you to make an 
informed education and 
career decision.
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Explore MySkillsFuture Student Portal



● Explore the world of work and the 
jobs within the industry.

Explore NYC Discover My Way portal
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ECG Sessions
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